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Abstract:

Given the inevitability of the tourism
industry as an economic phenomenon,
bound to expand globally, we have to find
a way to make it sustainable. Architecture
can be the first means to link the global
dimension of the phenomenon to its local
implications. The "glocalization" of smart
solutions implies the global spreading of
sustainability principles, the search for
practical examples at a local level and the
awareness of being part of the same glob-
al market. Best practices and success sto-
ries could then be shared, not for "cloning"
them, but to better understand the underly-
ing concept and logic and to adapt them to
different local realities. Nevertheless the
marketing of sustainable architecture will
be a difficult challenge, given its depend-
ence on local style and traditional knowl-
edge and materials, which make every
project different from the others in terms
of style, form and structure. The lack of a
common aesthetics that would make sus-
tainable architecture recognizable world-
wide leaves to architects the responsibility
of highlighting the advantages and poten-
tial of their buildings.

In the case of hotels and tourist resorts, it
is also up to the developer to fully under-
stand the possibilities offered by sustain-
able architecture, opening the tourism sec-
tor to a new age of cultural discovery in
the full respect of local environments. If
travel does not yet broaden the mind, the
challenge is for us architects and develop-
ers to put Lord Byron's words into action.
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